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The Timetanic 

You are on the brand-new cruise ship “Timetanic” in the Pacific Ocean. It carries the most notable 

figures throughout the history for a ground-breaking scientific experiment to be conducted in 

China. You walk into the lobby and see Copernicus to your left chatting to Isaac Newton, 

Shakespeare enjoying music played by Beethoven—this is just a glimpse of the people you might 

encounter on Timetanic. If you’re not in the mood, you can just go to the ship deck and listen to the 

tides, the cool breeze of the wind on your face, and the sun warming your skin.  

The first two days go without a problem. However, on the third day, you find out that the ship’s 

fate will turn out to be the same with its 20th century equivalent: Titanic. Timetanic begins to sink 

and there are –again!– not enough lifeboats. Panic takes over and you run from this side to that 

side, and at the end you find yourself among a familiar crowd–the most important scholars of the 

Islamic Golden Ages. There is only one place left on the last lifeboat, and there are four of you. You 

must defend your life and convince the others that it is vital for you to be the part of the long-

anticipated experiment. 

Rules & Procedures 

1. You will be divided into two groups of four (Group 1 and Group 2), and one group of two 

(Grand Jury). Group 1 will go first, where Group 2 will play the jury. Then, Group 2 will do 

their rounds, where Group 1 will play the jury. The Championship League round results 

will be decided by the Grand Jury. 

2. You will be randomly assigned a player card and will be given a word sheet (see 

Appendices). 

3. Round 1: Each participant in Group 1 will have 2 minutes of preparation time and 1 minute 

of speaking time for their opening statement. 

4. Round 2: After the opening statements, each participant in Group 1 will have 1 minute of 

preparation time and 1 minute of speaking time to respond to the other scholars’ arguments 

and convince the jury. 

5. Decision for Group 1: At the end of the rounds, Group 2 will decide on the winner from 

Group 1 and carry them to the Championship League round. 

6. Round 3: Each participant in Group 2 will have 2 minutes of preparation time and 1 minute 

of speaking time for their opening statement. 

7. Round 4: After the opening statements, each participant in Group 2 will have 1 minute of 

preparation time and 1 minute of speaking time to respond to the other scholars’ arguments 

and convince the jury. 

8. Decision for Group 2: At the end of the rounds, Group 1 will decide on the winner from 

Group 2 and carry them to the Championship League round. 

9. Round 2 and Round 4 champions will have another battle in the Championship League 

round. The winner will be decided by the Grand Jury. 



Designed by B. Seda Battilani 

Appendices 

Appendix A: Word sheet 
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Appendix B: Player Cards 
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Appendix C: Player Descriptions 

Muhammad al-Razi 

• I am the first to deal with pediatrics as an independent field of medicine. 

• I discovered alcohol and vitriol. 

• I differentiated smallpox and measles and offered a treatment. 

Ibn al-Haytham (Alhazen) 

• I am the father of modern optics, explaining various things such as how light enters the eye. 

• I was the first to invent “scientific method”, which is the ground for science in today’s world. 

• I have influenced a lot of important scientists’ works, such as Isaac Newton and Leonardo da 

Vinci. 

Abul Wafa al-Buzjani 

• I excelled in trigonometry, introducing very important “the law of sines”. 

• I was the first to build a wall quadrant, which is used in observing the sky. 

• I was the first to use the negative numbers for my work on arithmetics for businessmen. 

Ali al-Tabari 

• I am a pioneer in medicine and the field of child development. 

• I was the first to produce an encyclopedia of medicine, Firdaws al-Hikma (Paradise of Wisdom). 

• I was the scholar of Muhammad al-Razi. 

Abu al-Qasim al-Zahrawi (Albucasis) 

• I am known as the father of modern surgery and the greatest medieval surgeon. 

• I wrote Kitab al-Tasrif, a 30-volume encyclopedia of medical practices. 

• I introduced over 200 surgical instruments. 

Yaqub Al-Kindi 

• I wrote over 250 books, contributing to numerous areas such as geometry, medicine and 

philosophy, and physics. 

• I am a pioneer in cryptanalysis and devised several new methods of breaking ciphers. 

• I introduced the Indian numbers to Islamic and Christian world; and multiplication with 

numbers, measuring proportion and time and numerical procedures and cancellation to 

mathematics. 

Al-Jazari 

• I am the father of robotics. 

• I have invented many automata such as the drink-serving waitress and hand-washing 

automaton with flush system.  

• I built the Castle Clock, which was a complex device that showed time, zodiac and the lunar and 

solar orbits. 

Jabir ibn Hayyan 

• I am the father of Arabic alchemy. 

• Nearly 3000 treatises and articles are credited to me. 

• I am credited with the use of over 20 types of basic laboratory equipment; and with the 

description of many basic chemical processes both used in modern chemistry. 


